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AN MIGUE R ASSOCIATION
EN Tt e
CONTACT INFORMATION
Nucla
170 W. 10th Ave.
P.O. Box 817

Mucla, CO 81424
(970) 864-7311
Toll Free: 1-877-864-7311

Ridgway

720 N. Railroad St.

P.O. Box 1150

Ridgway, CO 81432

(970) 626-5549

Toll Free: 1-800-864-7 256

Both Offices Open:
M - TH, 7:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

WWW.Smpa.com
www.facebook.com,/SanMiguel Power

In the event of a power cutage,
contact your local SMPA office to
reach our 24-hour dispatch.

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS
energywise@smpa.com

(970) 626-5549 x212
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Wind Damage Prompts SMPA to Take to the Air

EVEN IF YOU DON'T PAY PARTICULARLY CLOSE ATTENTION TO THE WEATHER, YOU STILL WOULD
HAVE NOTICED THE WIND STORMS THAT HIT OUR REGION DURING THE THIRD WEEK OF LAST
MONTH. WITH SUSTAINED WINDS OF UP TO 44 MILES PER HOUR, MOTHER NATURE GAVE OUR
COMMUNITIES A SOUND REMINDER OF WHO'S BOSS.

Our electric grid received some of the worst

of this fury as trees and vegetation slammed
into power poles and power lines throughout

our service territory. Power outages ranged in
size from just a few meters affected to over
400, Through it all, our line crews responded
quickly and with determination. A quick gander
at SMPA's facebook page will reveal how much
appreciation these brave professionals receive
from community members. Thanks to all for your
patience and support as SMPA battled to keep
the lights on in some of the most rugged country
under some of the harshest conditions.

Even after the winds subsided, our crews still had
plenty to do and, in some of the more difficult
locations, it was nice to get a little help. Camp
Bird is one of those locations. In this area, a total
of nine trees were blown into the power lines.
Four power poles were knocked down and three
of these were on a rock shelf at an elevation of
over 11,000 feet. To bring new power poles to
locations like this, SMPA is glad to be able to rely
on commercial helicopter companies like family-
owned Mountain Blade Runner out of Montrose.,

The work is spectacular to observe. After a
planning and safety briefing with the work crews, Mountain Blade Runner Chief Pilot, John Whedon

the pilot lifts off and hovers as his assistant lowers a power pole into position using radio
attaches the pole to a rope that is suspended guidance from SMPA crews on the ground. In
from the helicopter. Once the assistant is clear many cases, the pilot cannot see the hole into
of the area, the helicopter hoists the pole up which the power pole is being seated. Clear
and carries it high into the air. He flies it to its communication with ground crews is essential.
destination, and with crew guidance via radio and

hand signals, he gently lowers it into a hole that ,,

is less than two feet in diameter, With the pole We had almast all of our crew members on site
detached, the pilot returns to the staging area to to help with the re-build and | think it's worth
get another pole. In about 30 minutes, all four noting that not one person complained or said
are in place, and line crews begin the arduous a discouraging word about it. They simply asked
task of straightening and setting the poles, and where to be and when.
re-mounting the lines. —DUANE OLIVER, SMPA OPERATIONS MANAGER

Re-building a power delivery system after partial
destruction is a monumental task. It can take high-tech
and impressive machinery but most of all, it takes the

strength, skill, problem-solving ability, and cooperation of
a variety of professionals bound by a single purpose: to
provide power to our communities.
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Ridgway Elementary Fun Run
Gets a Boost from SMPA & Basin Electric

It’s no surprise that schools have run, itself, has costs and, knowing that
needs that aren't covered by their San Miguel Power Association (SMPA)
budgets. Sometimes the search for is a major supporter of community
community support can generate fun initiatives, Taylor made a donation
ideas. When the Ridgway Elementary request.

School needed funds for playground
restoration, classroom sound systems
and outdoor classroom equipment, the
Friends of Ridgway Schools decided to

“We're glad to support the schools as
they promote the health of the kids
and the community with this event,”

said SMPA CEO and General Manager, We're so grateful to SMPA and Basin for their

hold a fun run. Brad Z ki. SMPA | ble

S ) NACERERIRSE. - TGRS (SN ISEHEIENE, Rk support,” said Greenwood. The Fun Run is
Now in in its fourth year, the Fr_ler‘-ds secure a _matchmg donat.mn from_ its scheduled for May 2 at the Elementary School.
of Ridgway Schools Fun Run will be cooperative partner, Basin Electric. — TRIEH GREENWOOD. RIDGWAY ELEMENTARY
raising funds for the 2018-2019 These funds combined to total $2000, SCHOOL PRINCIPAL. '
school year. “Mext year's projects which Zaporski, along with SMPA Board
include musical instruments, President, Rube Feliceli, were happy to
cross country ski equipment and present to Ridgway Elementary School

projection microscopes,” says organizer,  Principal, Trish Greenwood
Bernadette Taylor. Of course the fun

2018 SMPA Board Candidates Announced

At the April 24th San Miguel Power Association (SMPA) Board Meeting, the
candidates for the upcoming SMPA board election were announced. In district #3,
which includes Norwood, Placerville and Sawpit, the candidates are Joanna Kanow,
Allyn Svoboda, and David Alexander. In District #6, which includes Ridgway and
the surrounding areas, incumbent director, Debbie Cokes is unopposed and will be

deemed re-elected per SMPA bylaws. HE s McuUELPoweR ASSocToN | THURSDAY. JUNE 7

Anyone who purchases power from SMPA and resides within the SMPA service A N N U A I_ "
territory is a member. SMPA Board members are elected from the membership, by s -
the membership. Members elect their board of directors by secret mail-in ballot or M EETI N G e
170 WEST 10™ AVENUE

at the Annual Meeting of the Membership, held this year at the SMPA Nucla office
(170 W. 10th Avenue, Nucla) on June 7th from 4:30 - 6:30 pm. (Polls close at 5:30
pm.) Ballots will be mailed to members of district #3 on May 15th. Mail-in ballots
must be received by June 6th, or members may vote at the Annual Meeting.

SAVE THE DATE!

GREENLights is Back!

May 18 -June 29, Get 75% Off LED Lightbulbs While Funds Last

TO PURCHASE:

Visit www.ecoactionpartners.org/greenlights

For More Information Call 970.728.1340 or  creenlights is sponsored by Ecofiction Partners,
San Miguel Power Association (SMPA] and the

Greenlights|@ecoactionpartners.org Telluride Foundation

' SMPA Salutes Dave Kelly

Last month, surrounded by friends, System Planner, David Kelly
* concluded a 45-year career at the coop. He retired with the greatest
. number of years served in the history of San Miguel Power Association.

Member Dividend
Allocation Explained

SMPA is not-for-profit. Any money it
makes over its expenses has to go

back to its members. Every year, He began his employment on April 2nd, 1973 as an Apprentice

SMPA divides up this extra money into Lineman. From there, he become a Journgyman Lineman, Foreman,
separate accounts for each member for Crew Supervisor, and Operations Manager. Then, embracing the
later distribution. This process is called  ©OPportunities of new technologies, he transitioned to Manager of Technical Services
“allocation.” You may notice a note on (1984) and finally into the role of System Planner (1994).

your bill indicating your allocation. This Dave plans to spend his days working on his ranch in Nucla, CO and keeping up with his
money will be set aside for you and Granddaughter, Skylar's, college career.
returned when the board decides to

return member dividends for this year. San Miguel Power extends its many thanks to an employee who has devoted his life to the

company and served the members well. Congratulations, Dave, and Happy Retirement!

This month's puzzle: Ar u in err? Run. Flic. Itt protect u gud San Miguel Power
SM PA Hint: You should have one in your bathroom. Association is an equal
opportunity Provider and

SN EnergyWise
SUBMIT YOUR ANSWER =and be PO Box 1150 employer.

entered into a drawing for a fun prize to: Ridgway, CO 81432
L

Congratulations to last month's winner: Lita Bilotti siojeladilyoy HomMsuy SjqUIBESS S Ljuow Jse



